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Section 1: 
Introduction

This paper on Education, is part of a series of five Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 2014

extended analysis reports that address different thematic areas. The other four papers are on

Health, Nutrition, and Water and Sanitation; Religion; Child Protection, Child Marriage and A Story

of Inequality and Inequity in Zimbabwe. The purpose of the extended analysis is to examine more

closely the MICS 2014 data, present results that complement the MICS report as well as informing

and guiding policy and programming initiatives of Government and development partners. In

particular, this analysis is aimed at informing the implementation of the Zimbabwe Agenda for

Sustainable Socio-Economic Transformation (ZimAsset), the 2016 - 2020 Zimbabwe United

Nations Development Assistance Framework (ZUNDAF) and the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs).

The MICS 2014 extended analysis was conducted by United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

independent consultant, an expert in MICS and Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), UNICEF

local consultant and UNICEF sections in collaboration with Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency

(ZIMSTAT), University of Zimbabwe, Ministries of Health and Child Care, and Primary and

Secondary Education. 

This paper consists of three sections, which are (i) introduction, (ii) results and discussions, and

(iii) conclusions and recommendations. Its main objective is to present the youth education

component that was not included in the main MICS report with special emphasis on A-level

attendance. Another objective is to analyze the “age appropriate attendance”, focusing on four

categories: (1) the children that are at age appropriate level, and those that are (2) ahead, (3)

behind or (4) out-of-school. The flow through the education system will be presented for various

relevant stratifiers: location, sex and wealth quintiles. Other objectives are to analyze the quality

of education and the relationship between marriage and school attendance/attainment. It should

be noted though that since MICS 2014 focuses on households it misses children attending

boarding schools. 

The data were collected based on a provincially representative sample. The results largely reflect

descriptive statistics, and no inferential statistical analysis (bivariate or multivariate) was conducted

to demonstrate the effect of variables and their significant influence. In addition, the results largely

focused on household data, including head of the household and do not give us a picture on other

household members. The paper is exploratory in nature, and unpacks important dimensions of

equity and inequity in Zimbabwe. Within the identified limitations, it provides useful starting points

and areas for further exploration to improve understanding of causality. Therefore, future studies

should apply advanced statistical analysis including multi-level logistic regression to test and reveal

the strengths of different causes. 

1.1 Structure of the education system in Zimbabwe

The 1999 Presidential Commission of Inquiry into Education and Training (CIET) recommended

the structure of the education system in Zimbabwe, which has been implemented since 2005 (see

Figure 1).
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According to the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education (2012), each “stage of the structure

has objectives that should be met, but on the whole, each level serves to prepare a person for the

levels beyond it. The education system can be split into formal and non-formal education.

Formal education 

This refers to daytime schooling where students go to school and pass through all the stages in

the cycle of education. Education is institutionalised, intentional and planned through public

organisations and recognised private bodies. Formal education systems are thus recognised as

such by Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education and the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary

Education, Science and Technology Development. 

Non-formal education

This refers to part-time schooling in the evening, day and study groups. Students do academic

and professional courses. The defining characteristic of non-formal education is that it is an

addition, alternative and /or a complement to formal education within the process of the lifelong

learning of individuals. Another important characteristic of non-formal education is that the

education provider does not provide extra-curricula activities such as sport, to the learners.  Non-

formal education has significantly expanded due to dropouts and repeaters who fail to get places

at formal institutions.

6
Extended Analysis of MICS 2014: Education

Section 1: Introduction

Source: Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education, 2012
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Early Childhood Development (ECD)

Pre-schools fall under the Early Childhood Development (ECD) programme. With effect from 2005,

all primary schools were compelled to attach at least one ECD class of 4 to 5 year olds, which

would then enrol into grade one in 2006. In 2006, another ECD class of 3 to 4 year olds would be

enrolled meaning full incorporation of two ECD levels in the primary school system.  

Primary Education

Primary education forms the foundation of education in Zimbabwe. The official primary school age

is 6-12 years but under-age and over-age pupils can be found in some primary schools. Primary

education is compulsory and is necessary for one to proceed to stages beyond it. The course

stretches over seven years and pupils make unimpeded progress up to grade seven.  Primary

education equips pupils with skills that enable them to meet the challenges of lower secondary

education. Grade seven results are used as a selection criterion for admission into lower

secondary.

Secondary Education

The secondary education cycle consists of two years of junior school, two years of middle school

and two years of senior school. The junior secondary school level provides a broad based

curriculum as a foundation for channelling learners into the middle secondary school.  In the middle

secondary school level, students take up subjects of study according to ability and interest. At the

end of the second year of this level, students sit for Ordinary Level Examinations. Students who

would have excelled in the examinations may opt to enrol for another two years in senior secondary

(Advanced Level) in preparation of university or other tertiary education. Those that do not wish

to enrol into senior secondary may choose to enrol for tertiary education in institutions such as

Teachers’ Colleges, Polytechnic colleges, Agricultural colleges and Vocational and Training

colleges.

Tertiary Education

Tertiary education is offered at institutions of higher learning comprising agricultural colleges,

teachers’ colleges, polytechnics and universities.

Agricultural Colleges

Agricultural colleges in Zimbabwe offer certificates and diplomas in agriculture. Diplomas are three

year programmes and the course, is expected to cover all the facets of agriculture. The colleges

are primarily the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture, Mechanisation and Irrigation

Development.

Technical and Vocational Colleges

Technical colleges equip scholars with technical skills which can be applied directly into the local

industry. The colleges also offer tuition in other studies such as business studies and social

sciences. Industry plays a pivotal role for accomplishment of apprenticeships. 
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Teachers’ Colleges

Teachers’ colleges offer diploma programmes in education for primary and secondary school

teachers. Primary and secondary school teachers are trained at separate institutions. Centres

which train primary school and secondary school teachers require at least 5 ‘O’ level passes at

grade C or better for admission. 

Universities

Preference for admission into under-graduate studies is for pupils with satisfactory ‘A’ levels

passes. However, there is also a facility for mature entry for people of age twenty-five years and

over, with excellent ‘O’ levels and relevant working experience.

Students who excel in their undergraduate studies stand a chance of being admitted into the post-

graduate studies upon application. Students who succeed in their master’s degrees can enrol for

doctorate degrees. 

Education Financing

The government is the primary sponsor of basic education in Zimbabwe. In all state run educational

institutions, students pay tuition fees while the duty of building infrastructure and salaries for

teaching staff lies with the Government. In cases where educational institutions are owned by local

authorities or by mission schools, the Government takes the responsibility of paying salaries for

teachers.”1 

1 This whole section is reproduced from the Education Statistics Report (2012, p2-3) with permission from
ZIMSTAT.
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2.1 School attendance grade by age analysis

The educational situation is normally expressed by standard education indicators such as net and

gross attendance rates. This extended analysis focused on the flow through the system and on

four categories for age 6-24 years by stratifiers: Not attending School, Behind age appropriate

level, at Age Appropriate Level (AAL) and Ahead of age appropriate level. 

The rows in Table 1 present the information for the grade in which children of a certain age

participate, each row has a total of 100%. For example at age 6, 18% are attending pre-school

and 20% of the children are already in Grade 2. 

The analysis mainly focused on those: 

(1) At “Age Appropriate Level”, bold figures in the table. For example at age 6, one is supposed

to be in Grade 1. 

(2) That are Ahead, the ones to the right of AAL.

(3) That are Behind, to the left of AAL.

(4) That are Not attending school, in the second column.

The columns present information for the age groups that participate in a certain grade. The total

for the column is the (unweighted) gross participation. The unweighted gross participation in 

pre-school was 79 and the unweighted gross participation in Grade 1 was 109. Table 1 shows that

a significant proportion of children age 7-10 were in Grade 3 while the correct age is 8 years.

This table can also be analyzed as a flow chart2 to show the trends in the percentage of children

in the AAL by age at the beginning of the school year. At age 6 years, 53% of children were in the

appropriate level (Grade 1); at age 7 years, 48% were in the appropriate level (Grade 2); and at

age 8 years, 47% were in the appropriate level (Grade 3).

2 Flow charts are also used in  fertility data to construct the Total Fertility Rate (TFR)

3 See complete Table A in Annex

4 No data available

Table 1: Percentage of children attending school by age, MICS 20143

Age at the
beginning 

of the 
school year

Not
attending

school

Pre-
school

Primary school grade

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

5 22 55 23 1 0 0 0 0 0

6 8 18 53 20 1 0 0 0 0

7 3 4 24 48 20 1 0 0 0

8 3 1 7 25 47 17 1 0 0

9 2 1 2 8 23 44 20 1 0

10 2 0 1 3 11 29 38 16 1

Gross N.d4 79 109 N.d N.d N.d Nd N.d N.d
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2.2 Children not attending school by age

Primary school attendance is very high in Zimbabwe. Less than 2% of children age 9 years did

not attend school. This also means that less than 2% of the children were likely never to enter

school. Approximately 2% of children age 7 to 12 years were non-participating in primary

education, thus showing that “drop out” was hardly an issue during these primary school ages

(see Table 2).

Generally, in Zimbabwe, girls start school a bit earlier than boys. However, after age 14 years,

more girls dropped out than boys. Before age 16, there were slight differences among non-school

attendance by sex. However, the slight differences could be attributed to Early marriage (4% of

girls marry before age 15), financial constraints, poverty, traditional beliefs valuing boys education,

and young girls working outside the home to support families among many other reasons. Overall,

the big decline for both sexes in participation started at age 15-16 years, at age 21 fewer than 7%

were still at school.

Table 2: Age specific information on children not attending school by sex, MICS 2014

Age at beginning 
of school year

Children not attending school Sex

Total (%) Male (%) Female (%)

5 22 22 19

6 8 9 7

7 3 3 2

8 3 3 2

9 2 2 2

10 2 2 2

11 2 3 2

12 4 5 2

13 11 12 11

14 17 18 15

15 26 25 27

16 39 38 41

17 58 55 62

18 75 70 81

19 87 84 90

20 91 89 92

21 93 90 96

22 95 94 95

23 95 93 95
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2.3 School participation by wealth quintiles

Children in the poorest wealth quintile5 (WQ1) had higher non-attendance in primary school at

age 66 years (see Table 3) than those in the other four wealth quintiles. The poorest wealth quintile

performed the worst for every age. Even in this group, only 2% were likely never to attend school.

Of the richest wealth quintile (WQ5), almost everyone would enter school. Surprisingly, the fourth

wealth quintile (poorest urban) was not very different from the second wealth quintile. 

After primary school age, the proportion not attending school went up from 6% (age 12 years) to

25% (age 14 years) among those in the poorest wealth quintile. This indicates that many may not

attend secondary school. The proportion not attending school among those in the richest wealth

quintile increased from 1% (age 12 years) to 8% (age 14 years). After age 20 years, almost over

91% of children in WQ1 to WQ4 were not pursuing further education.

5 The wealth index is a background characteristic used as a proxy for a household's cumulative living standard. It is
based on the data for dwelling characteristics, source of drinking water, toilet facilities and other characteristics
related to the socioeconomic status of households. The standard numeration of the wealth index quintiles goes from
1-Poorest to 5-Richest.

6 This is despite the fact that there are various scholarships that assist the children from the poorest wealth quintiles
for example the Presidential Scholarship, BEAM from the government and the Higher Life Foundation which
incorporates the Capernaum trust and Joshua Nkomo Scholarships and supported by Econet Wireless.

Table 3: Children not attending school by wealth quintiles, MICS 2014

Age WQ1 (Poorest) WQ2 WQ3 WQ4 WQ5 (Richest)

6 12 9 5 11 2

7 5 2 1 3 1

8 3 3 2 4 0

9 2 2 1 2 0

10 4 3 1 3 1

11 5 2 1 3 0

12 6 6 1 4 1

13 18 10 9 14 4

14 25 19 14 15 8

15 38 31 23 26 12

16 53 40 39 40 24

17 73 63 49 65 49

18 81 79 80 79 62

19 94 90 89 87 78

20 95 95 94 93 81

Education_FINAL_Layout 1  05/07/2016  11:55 AM  Page 11



12
Extended Analysis of MICS 2014: Education

Section 2: Results and Discussions

2.4 Analysis of proportions at Age Appropriate Level

The proportion of children ahead and at Age Appropriate Level (AAL) diminished over the years

while those behind increased steadily over time until age 12 when they moved to the next category:

Not attending school (see Figure 2).

The flow table did not show evidence that the educational system has automatic promotion since

the proportion at AAL and Ahead reduced sharply. However, this may not have been due to

repetition, drop-outs and drop-ins.

At ages 6, 12 and 16 years, the proportions of children at AAL were 53%, 38% and 25%

respectively. Many children were Ahead at age 6 years (21%) but the proportion of those Ahead

declined drastically to 12% at age 12 years, and down to 2% at age 16 years. Consequently, the

proportion Behind went up from 18% at age 6 years to 47% at age 12 years, and moved from

Behind to Not attending. The proportion Not attending has already been discussed in the previous

section.
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Figure 2: School participation among children age 6 -18 years, MICS 2014

2.5 School participation by location

The proportion of children in urban areas attending school at AAL and Ahead was higher in urban

areas than rural areas. For those Not attending and Behind, the proportions were higher in rural

areas. There was a huge increase in the category Behind in the rural areas: from 20% at age 6

years to 53% at age 12 years while in urban areas the increase in the same ages moved from

10% to 23%. At age 6, nine percent and six percent of children in rural and urban areas

respectively were Not attending school. 
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Thus, the challenge in the rural areas is to ensure that all children remain in the educational system

and no child is left behind (see Table 4).

2.6 School participation by sex

The analysis highlighted that more females were at AAL and Ahead than their male counterparts,

and fewer were Behind. However, at age 16 and 18 years, more females were Not attending school

(see Table 5).

U-Urban, R-Rural

M-Male, F-Female

2.7 Grade by age in wealth quintiles

The biggest difference occurred between children from households in the poorest and richest

wealth quintiles. A higher proportion of children from households in the poorest wealth quintiles

(20%) were Not attending and Behind at the start of the school year. 

At age 8 years, 48% of children from households in the poorest wealth quintile were Not attending

and Behind compared to less than 12% of those from households in the richest wealth quintile. At

Table 4: Urban and rural school participation among children age 6-18 years, 
MICS 2014

Age
Not attending Behind AAL Ahead Total 

%U R U R U R U R

6 6 9 10 20 57 52 27 19 100

8 2 3 14 39 57 44 27 15 100

10 2 2 24 49 51 35 24 14 100

12 2 4 23 53 54 33 20 9 100

14 9 19 26 48 41 23 23 10 100

16 27 43 25 35 38 21 9 0 100

18 66 80 22 18 10 2 3 0 100

Table 5: Male and female school participation among children age 6-18 years, 
MICS 2014 

Age
Not attending Behind AAL Ahead Total 

%M F M F M F M F

6 9 7 19 16 54 53 18 24 100

8 23 2 39 27 44 49 14 21 100

10 2 2 49 37 35 41 14 19 100

12 5 3 52 41 35 41 8 15 100

14 18 15 49 37 24 30 9 17 100

16 38 41 37 29 23 28 2 3 100

18 70 81 24 14 4 5 1 1 100

Education_FINAL_Layout 1  05/07/2016  11:55 AM  Page 13



14
Extended Analysis of MICS 2014: Education

Section 2: Results and Discussions

age 12 years, 55% of the children from the richest wealth quintile were at AAL compared to 27%

in the poorest wealth quintile. At age 16 years, 52% of children from households in the richest

wealth quintile were at AAL or Ahead compared to 14% of those in the poorest wealth quintile, a

difference of 38 percentage points.

Contrary to the overall great equity in primary education reported in MICS 2014, this analysis

highlights huge differences by wealth quintiles that were masked by the Net Attendance Rates

(NAR). Table 6 reveals, for example, that at age 12 years, only 6% of children from the poorest

wealth quintile were Ahead compared to 24% of those from the richest wealth quintile. These

differences between the richest and poorest wealth quintiles were evident in AAL, Behind and Not

attending. Therefore, children from poorest wealth quintiles went to school later, moved less quickly

through the system, and dropped out much earlier.

2.8 Age Appropriate attendance for children age 6, 12 and 16 
years by educational level of household head

There is a positive relationship between the level of education of the head of household and age

appropriate attendance of children as shown by Table 7. A huge difference is evident in the flow

through the system for children in households where the head had primary education compared

to those in households whose head had higher education. At age 12 years, children from

households whose head had primary education were less likely to be Ahead or at AAL (40%)

compared to 80% in households whose head had higher education. 

Table 6: School participation among children age 6-18 years in the poorest and richest
wealth quintiles, MICS 2014

Age
Not attending Behind AAL Ahead

Total %
P R P R P R P R

6 12 2 21 11 47 57 19 30 100

8 3 0 45 11 40 58 12 30 100

10 4 1 60 19 29 52 8 28 100

12 6 1 61 21 27 55 6 24 100

14 25 8 53 23 17 42 5 28 100

16 54 24 33 23 14 41 0 11 100

18 81 62 19 24 0 12 0 3 100

P-Poorest, R-Richest

Table 7: School Participation by level of education of head of household, MICS 2014

Age Not attending Behind AAL Ahead
Total

%
Pr. S H Pr. S H Pr. S H Pr. S H

6 11 4 3 20 15 8 51 56 57 18 24 32 100

12 4 2 1 55 40 18 32 43 58 8 15 22 100

16 45 35 19 35 31 32 20 31 39 1 2 11 100

Pr-Primary, S-Secondary, H-High
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The age by grade tables can be used to calculate all net and gross rates once the proportions

have been translated (see Table 8).

School participation was higher among male youth than female youth as they finished secondary

school at a later age, and progressed to higher education more often (see Table 9). At age 15-19

years, the lowest participation was found in Mashonaland Central (34%) and the highest in

Bulawayo (48%) as shown in Tables B and C in Annex.

2.9 Youth school participation

Figure 3 shows youth school participation. At age 15 years, three out of four children were at

school compared to one out of four at age 18 years. 
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Figure 3: Youth school participation, MICS 2014

Table 8: Youth school attendance, MICS 2014

Age group
In school (Primary or

Secondary) (%)
Secondary or higher (%)

15-19 45 41

20-24 7 7

Table 9: Youth school attendance by sex, MICS 2014

Age group Male (%) Female (%)

15-19 48 42

20-24 8 5
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School attendance dropped significantly after A-level, and this could possibly be explained by the

fact the MICS 2014 household survey excludes students in boarding schools, living on college or

university campuses or student residences (see Table 10).

2.9.1 Youth educational level attainment

The educational level of female adolescents age 15-19 years was higher than that of males. Eighty

percent of female adolescents had secondary education compared to 72% of males as shown in

Figure 4.

Table 10: School attendance for A-level and higher education, MICS 2014

Level of education Percentage (%)

NAR7 A-level 7

GAR A-level 11

NAR Higher education 4

GAR Higher education 6
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Figure 4: Educational attainment of adolescents age 15-19 years by sex, MICS 2014

Education_FINAL_Layout 1  05/07/2016  11:55 AM  Page 16



17
Extended Analysis of MICS 2014: Education

Section 2: Results and Discussions

In contrast, 72% of male adolescents age 15-19 years had secondary and higher education

compared to 73% of all males age 15-49 years. This signifies slight improvement in male

educational attainment but significant improvement in female educational attainment. Overall,

female adolescents had higher educational attainment than their male counterparts.  

2.9.2 The A-level barrier

This section focuses on the transition from the last year of junior secondary (Form 4 at age 16

years) to upper secondary (Form 5 at age 17 years), and analyses the following two indicators:

1. Form 4 Gross Attendance Rate (GAR)

2. Form 5 and 6 Gross Attendance Rates

The bold numbers in Table 12 represent the proportions of learners at AAL. Table 12 shows a

massive drop from 25% in Form 4 to 4% in A-level. The gross participation in Form 4, Form 5 and

Form 6 was 85%, 11% and 13% respectively.

Table 11 shows that 80% of female adolescents age 15-19 years had secondary and higher

education compared to 71% of all women age 15-49 years. 

Table 11:  Female and male educational attainment, MICS 2014 

Educational level
attained

Adolescents 15-19 years 15-49 years

Females Males Females Males

None 0 0 1 1

Primary 20 28 27 26

Secondary 80 72 65 64

Higher 0 0 6 9

Table 12: O -level and A-level attendance by age, MICS 2014 

Age
O-Level A-Level

Form 4 Form 5 Form 6 

15 10 0 0

16 25 2 0

17 22 4 3

18 12 3 4

19 7 1 3

20 4 1 1

21 2 0 1

22 1 0 1

23 1 0 1

24 1 0 0

Gross 85 11 13
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

2.10 Form 4 attendance rate

The weighted result for Form 4 completion rate was 79. Form 4 completion is defined as number

of children attending Form 4, excluding repeaters divided by total number of children of secondary

school completion age (16 years). Although repetition should be excluded in the calculation, it is

impossible. Therefore, the total for the richest wealth quintile was 123 (as seen with the indicator

completing primary school). The distribution over the age groups shown in Table 13 highlights the

repetition in Form 4, which makes this indicator definition less appropriate. Calling it Form 4

completion may not be correct since completion is determined by the exam, a huge bottleneck. A

later section will briefly discuss the Form 4 exam results which were not examined in MICS 2014.

Students in Form 4 and in the A-level can only be seen in the subsequent year.

It is better to use another indicator, the Adjusted Gross Form 4 attendance rate (children age 

15 -18 years in Form 4 divided by the total number of children  age 16 years), whose results are

given in Table 13. On average two thirds of the adolescents attend Form 4, in spite of big

differences across wealth quintiles.

Table 13: Adjusted Gross Form 4 attendance by area, sex and wealth quintiles,
MICS 2014

Stratifier Adjusted Gross Form 4 attendance

Total 67

Area

Urban 87

Rural 58

Sex

Male 66

Female 69

Wealth quintiles

WQ1(Poorest) 35

WQ2 54

WQ3 73

WQ4 77

WQ5(Richest) 90
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

Figure 5 shows that one out of four of those in the correct age (16 years) attended Form 4 and the

proportions for the other five ages were less than a quarter.

2.11 A-level attendance rate 

In analyzing A-level attendance rate, two indicators: (i) Gross attendance, which refers to all those

participating in advanced level (11% for weighted average), and (ii) Net attendance, which refers

to the participation in advanced level at the correct ages 17-18 years only (7% on average), were

used. Since many students are over-age, it is much better to use the Gross attendance in A-level

for the analysis by stratifiers.

Table 14 shows that the Gross attendance in A-level among adolescents in WQ5 (richest) was 31

times the participation of those in WQ1 (poorest). The urban attendance was 5 times more than

rural, and males had a slightly higher gross attendance than females.

10

25

22

12

7

4

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

15 16 17 18 19 20

Fo
rm

 4
 a

tt
en

da
nc

e 
(%

)

Age in years 

Figure 5: Form 4 attendance by age, MICS 2014
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

2.12 Comparison of Form 4 and A-level attendance

Table 15 highlights the differences between Form 4 and A-level attendance, with an incredible

drop in education participation after Form 4. Gross A-level attendance was 6 times lower than

Adjusted Gross Form 4 attendance. Adjusted Gross Form 4 attendance among adolescents in the

richest households (WQ5) was 3 times higher than Gross A-level attendance while it was 35 times

higher for adolescents from the poorest households (WQ1). In rural areas, Adjusted Gross Form

4 attendance was almost 12 times higher than Gross A-level attendance. The decline in A-level

attendance could be due to low pass rates at O-level examinations and financial constraints. The

Adjusted Gross Form 4 attendance for females was three percentage points higher than that of

males and a percentage point lower than males in Gross A-level attendance.

Table 14: Gross A-Level attendance by area, sex and wealth quintiles, MICS 2014

Stratifier Gross A-level attendance (%)

Total 11

Area

Urban 26

Rural 5

Sex

Male 12

Female 11

Wealth quintiles

WQ1 (Poorest) 1

WQ2 3

WQ3 4

WQ4 11

WQ5 (Richest) 31

Table 15: Comparison of Adjusted Gross Form 4 and Gross A-level attendance rates by
area, sex and wealth quintiles, MICS 2014 

Stratifier Adjusted Gross Form 4 attendance Gross A-level attendance

Total 67 11

Area

Urban 87 26

Rural 58 5

Sex

Male 66 12

Female 69 11

Wealth quintiles

WQ1 (Poorest) 35 1

WQ2 54 3

WQ3 73 4

WQ4 77 11

WQ5 (Richest) 90 31
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

2.13 The Net attendance rate problem

According to MICS 2014, the Net attendance rate (NAR) for 4 and 6 years of secondary education

were 55% and 48% respectively. Figure 6 presents the age specific results, which hide the huge

drop after age 16 years when children should move from O-level to A-level. While there was a

drop between age 16 and 17 years, the drop between junior secondary school and A-levels was

much larger. The NAR was not very low because many children were Behind. The NAR counts all

those children that are behind and many will never make it to A-level. Thus all children age 17 or

18 years in O-level and not in A-level were counted in the NAR. The use of these MICS indicators

therefore camouflages certain realities that are unearthed by the analysis of the grade by age

information.

2.14 Equity

Figures 7 and 8 show that there was almost equity in primary education (the range for NAR:

Primary education among the wealth quintiles was 90%-98%) while there was inequity in

secondary education (the range for NAR: Secondary education (4 years) among the wealth

quintiles was 35%-81%). 
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

The two graphs show improvement in NAR over time (MICS 14 is the highest line). There was

equity in primary education and significant inequity in secondary education as expressed by the

steeper lines in Figure 8. The secondary education dropouts were concentrated in the poorer

wealth quintiles. The payment for secondary school was a game changer as children in the poorest

wealth quintiles dropped out. Another equity barrier is O-level examinations that prevent children

with poor O-level results from continuing to A-level. The quality of education in schools attended

by children in the poorest wealth quintile (WQ1) and parents’ limited ability to pay fees for their
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

children might have caused approximately one percent of children from WQ1 to proceed to 

A-level. In comparison, 31% of children in the richest wealth quintile proceeded to A-level (see

Table 14).

2.15 Teenage marriage and education

In Zimbabwe, almost 25% of women age 15-19 years were currently married or in union (MICS

2014). Figure 9 shows that 20% of all female teenagers age 15-19 years had primary educational

attainment. Thirty-five percent of married female teenagers and 15% of unmarried ones in the

same age group had attained below secondary education. This indicates that more married

teenagers had below secondary education compared to the never married teenagers.

2.15.1 Teenage marriage and educational attendance

According to MICS 2014, 25% of married teenagers were attending school compared to 50% of

those not married or in union. Fewer married teenagers attended school, and the confounder could

be age. Educational attendance among married teenagers at age 16 (few married girls at this age)

was much higher than that of married teenagers at age 19 (many married girls at this age).

The analysis of data for child marriage (marriage before age 18), derived from the women 20-24

years and their educational attainment offers interesting insights. Table 5 shows the probability

that the highest educational attainment above secondary level was 18 times higher for females

that did not marry before age 18 compared to those married before 18. The probability that highest

educational attainment was primary level only was 2.5 times higher for females that married before

age 18 as compared to those who did not marry before 18.
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

2.16 Quality of education and literacy among school leavers

This analysis highlights differences in literacy among young men and women whose educational

level was primary only (30% of total). Sixty-three percent of women age 15-24 years who had

primary education were literate compared to 49% for males in the same age group. In MICS 2014,

those with secondary or higher education were automatically deemed to be literate. Table 17 shows

that the longer children stayed in school the better the literacy but the number of cases with lower

grades (3 and 4) was very low. As shown earlier, dropout is not a real issue in Zimbabwe.

Sixty-one percent had completed primary education whilst 32% had 5 or 6 years of primary

education. Thus, quality of primary education might be the issue because literacy is based upon

5-7 years of primary education in more than 90% of the cases. 

Literacy rates were lower in rural areas for both males and females. Furthermore, female

adolescents (15-19 years) had lower literacy rates than older women (20-24 years) at 59% and

66%, respectively. The differences in literacy rates among females and males is also evident by

province, with Midlands, Matabeleland North, Mashonaland East, Matabeleland South and

Manicaland below national average for female literacy. Matabelaland South followed by Midlands

had the lowest male literacy rates, below 49% (national average for male literacy).

Table 16: Female early marriage and educational attainment, women age 20-24 years,
MICS 2014

Early marriage and
education

Primary Secondary Higher

Total 23 72 5

Married before 18 37 62 0

Not married before 18 15 78 7

Probability factor 2.5 times lower 1.25 times higher 18 times higher
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Section 2: Results and Discussions

Table 17: Percentage of young women and men age 15-24 years who are literate and
whose education level is primary only, MICS 2014

Stratifier
Female Male

% Literate % Literate

Total 63 49

Province Bulawayo 67 N.d

Manicaland 62 59

Mashonaland Central 70 57

Mashonaland East 58 54

Mashonaland West 69 54

Matabeleland North 58 46

Matabeleland South 60 33

Midlands 56 47

Masvingo 64 52

Harare 78 N.d

Area Urban 74 54

Rural 61 49

Highest Primary grade
completed

0 N.d N.d

1 N.d N.d

2 N.d N.d

3 33 24

4 27 25

5 53 35

6 58 49

7 71 58

Age 15-19 59 49

20-24 66 50

Wealth index quintile WQ1 (Poorest) 58 40

WQ2 65 55

WQ3 61 46

WQ4 69 60

WQ5 (Richest) 71 54
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Section 3: 
Conclusions and Recommendations

Using the Grade by age table, the analysis provided a better understanding of the educational

system’s strengths and bottlenecks. The analysis of the “flow’ through the system focused on four

categories (i) Age Appropriate level, (ii) Ahead, (iii) Behind and (iv) Not attending school by age

and by stratifiers. 

Overall, the evidence shows that school participation in Zimbabwe is very high, and approximately

only less than 2% of children will likely never enter the education system. While differences were

noted between rural and urban areas in terms of attendance, huge differences existed across

wealth quintiles with more children from the richest wealth quintile progressing to A-level. The

children in the poorest wealth index quintile have a higher proportion Not attending school, starting

school at a later age, and moving less quickly through the system and dropping out much earlier.

Few make it to A-level. The A-level Gross attendance rate for WQ5 (richest) is 31 times and 1%

for those in WQ1 (poorest). The relative equity noted in primary education increasingly diminished

with progression to secondary and A-level in particular.

According to MICS 2014, Poorest NAR primary education was 92% and Richest NAR primary

education was 98%. However, these NARs mask the real differences that exist across wealth

quintiles. For example, at age 12 years, the huge differences are evident:

l Ahead: There are 6% of children from households in the poorest wealth quintile versus 24%
in the richest wealth quintile.

l AAL: There are 27% of children from households in the poorest wealth quintile versus 55%
in the richest wealth quintile.

l Behind: There are 61% of children from households in the poorest wealth quintile versus
21% in the richest wealth quintile.

l Not attending: There are 6% of children from households in the poorest wealth quintile versus
1% in the richest wealth quintile.

The proportion at Age Appropriate Level diminishes with the school grade; 53% at age 6 years,

38% at age 12 years, and 25% at age 16 years. Thus attending school at the correct age is a

huge problem in Zimbabwe. More often, girls were Ahead in the system and at the AAL, and thus

less Behind and fewer did Not attend at all. However, due to early marriage and other factors, girls

drop out in large numbers from age 14 years. Hence, there are more males in higher education

than females (7 males attend for every 5 females).

The MICS 2014 indicators mask certain realities that are unearthed based upon the Grade by age

information and analysis. The NAR: Secondary education (six years) counts all those children that

are behind and many will never make it to A-level. Thus, all children age 17 or 18 years in O-level

and not in A-level are still counted in the NAR. For that reason the massive drop in participation

after O-level stays unnoticed. Based upon the Grade by age table, the estimates of level of

education and attendance in Zimbabwe are as follows:

l Primary attendance is 93%. 

l Secondary attendance is 75% of Primary attendance, which is 68%

l 17% move from Form 4 to A-level, which is 11%

l 90% move from A-level to University, which is 10%

Education_FINAL_Layout 1  05/07/2016  11:55 AM  Page 26



27
Extended Analysis of MICS 2014: Education

Section 3: Conclusions and Recommendations

Some of the bottlenecks that may exist in the education system result in fewer children making it

to A-level especially those from households in the poorest wealth quintile, and these bottlenecks

include:

l The  O-level exam and A-level entrance

l School fees for O-level

l The quality of education in the schools (especially the schools in poorer areas) which affects
the number that will pass the exam and gain entrance to A-level. 

l Availability of university places and fees requirements.

The quality of the education could be assessed by the number of illiterate youth who have done

5 or more years of primary education. An astonishing 49% of males are illiterate compared to 35%

of all females. The fact that those youth spent more than five years in primary education may point

to the poor quality of education especially in the southern provinces.

The analysis revealed that early marriage (before 18 years) has negative impacts on educational

level. The probability that highest education attained was above secondary level was 18 times

lower for the girls that married before age 18 as compared to those who did not. 

3.1 Recommendations
l The poorest rural regions in Zimbabwe require focused attention to improve the quality of

education. The low quality of education and poverty contribute to drop outs, illiteracy and

early marriages. 

l Improve the attendance at Age Appropriate Levels (AAL).

l Address gender disparities in educational achievements at secondary level and promote
gender equity at A-level. 

l Targeted financial assistance, school subsidies, grants and Harmonized Cash Transfers
(HCTs) for low-income families are required.

l Design affordable, quality education for students from poorest wealth quintiles so that they
progress to A-level and higher education.
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